The Converſion of the Jailer. 
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ACTS "XVI, 30, 31. 


Sirs, what muſt I do to ah ſaved? And they ſaid, | 


Believe on the Lord Heſs Os and Bon ſhat 
be Een f 
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0 ACTS xvi. 30, 31. | 


Sure, 4625 . 7 4 to be eus Aud they ſaid, Believe 
on the nt Cog * and thou fo be ſaved. 

| Tür queſtien, I vet6-rexdebiyou; Was aſked by 

the Jailer, at Philippi, and the anſwer was given 

by Paul and Silas. The caſe was this. Paul and Silas 


were taken up far preaching the goſpel, and brought 


before the rulers. The rulers unjuſtly cauſed them 
to be ſeverely whipped, and then © caſt them into pri- 


fon, charging the jailer to keep them ſafely : who, 
; having received ſuch a charge, thruſt them into the 
inner priſon, and made their feet faſt in the ſtocks. 

But theſe good men were not unhappy. Their 
Maſter was with them, and filled their hearts with 
joy; fo that, even at midnight, they could not refrain 

from ſinging praiſes to God ; ; and their fellow priſon- 
ers, in other dungeons, heard them with ſurpriſe. 

Juſt then, that God might ſhew his regard to them, 
and his anger againſt their perſecutors, there was, all 
on a ſudden, a very great and awful earthquake, ſo 
that the foundation of the prifon was ſhaken by it. 
At the ſame time, all the doors flew open; and all the 
bonds and fetters, that were on them, and the reſt of 
: the priſoners, dropped off at once. 

The keeper of the jail, farting up from his ſleep, h 
and finding the priſoners at liberty, was ſo terrified, - 
leſt he ſhould be charged with a breach of truſt, in 
letting them eſcape, that he drew his ſword, and was 


going to ſtab binaſclf, 


But 


This is a ſad ſtate to be in. Such perſons are very 


— 


141 


But Paul, knowing his wicked deſign, and 3 


with pity for him, though he had uſed them ſo ill, cried | 


out aloud, © Do thyſelf no. harm, for we are all here.“ 


The Jailef calling for a light, ran with all ſpeed 


into the inner priſon ; and being full of horror, at ſuch 


an appearance o Goch in-favour of his ſervants ; and, 


at the ſame time, ſtruck by the Holy Spirit with a 
deep conviction of his own guilt and danger; he threw 
tfimſelf on the ground before them, and aſked their 
direction for the relief of his ſoul, in the words of our 


text; © Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ?” A more 


important queſtion was never aſked. It becomes eve- 
ry one to make the fame inquiry,; and if any of you 
have never before ſeriouſly made ir, God grant you 


5 may do ſo now! The anſwer given, and the only 


proper anſwer that could be given, was, Believe on 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou fhalt be ſaved.” 
May the Lord aſſiſt us While we conſider theſe two : 
parts of the text 1 | 


I. A. important 3 
1. 4 geſpel anſwer. 


1. The queſtion. It is in 2 W put they are | 


full of meaning. Let us examine: it. And 1 mall 


conſider it, firſt, x ; | 
As the 8 of cee By conviction, I 


mean that work of the Holy Spirit on the mind of a 


tinner,” whereby. he is convinced that he is a ſinner, 


and is properly affected with it, Without this, peo- 


ple try to excuſe or leſſen their ſins. Some lay the 


blame of their ſin upon others, as Adam did upon 
Eve, and as Eve did upon the ſerpent. People in ge- 


neral, think very little, and very lightly of their fin. 
Some even make a mock of fin, and glory in it. 


far 
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FA from God, CR” aus no religion at all, whatever 


they may, pretend. to have. 


Hut it is a good thing to be ſenſible. . our 17% It 


is the firſt work of God upon the ſoul to make it ſo, 


For this pur pole we muſt conſider the holy law of 
God, contained in the ten commandments. Abr. 
the Jaw | is the knowledge of fin,” Thus St. Paul 


_ himſelf came to ſee he was a finner, as he tells us, 


Rom. vii. 9. If ever we have broken the law, even 
once in our lives, we are ſinners ; for, as it is written, 
Gal. iii, 10. Curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all things, written in the book of the law, to do 
them.” Now, whz is there that can pretend to ſay, 


he never ſinned in all his life ? . Do you not often, at. 
| public prayers, ſay, you are miſerable ſinners ? But it 


is one thing to ſay ſo, merely in a cuſtomary. way 3 


and another, to be ſeriouſly tages of it, and deep- 
| iy affected with it. - 


The Holy Spirit not only brings u us to admit, What 


we can hardly deny, that we have ſinned; but he al- 


ſo ſhews us, that we have ſinned much, and often. 
That we have ſinned in our hearts thouſands of . 
when we have not ſeemed to others to ſin. 


He alſo ſhews us the very great evil there is in 4 


He ſnhews us what abominable ingratitude there is in 


it: for God has nouriſhed us, and brought us up 
as children, and we have rebelled againſt him.“ He 
thews what a ba/e and filthy thing ſin is; that it makes 


us hateful and abominable in his fight; viler than the 
brutes that periſh. And he alſo ſhews us the dau- 


ger there is in ſin. The wages of fin is death.” Sin 
brought all our miſeries into the world. Tis owing 
to ſin that we muſt all die and return to the duſt; and 

' What is worſe, fin expoſes to the wrath of God, and 


the 


| 


quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is 


the flames of hell for ever. Now the Jailer ſaw all 
this, and therefore cried out, What muſt I do to 
be ſaved?” And this leads me next to obſerve, that, 
| This queſtion beſpeaks Fear. Yes, my brethren, it 
is the language of fear; it is the language of terror 
and conſternation. Whenever ws are alarmed at the 
approach of ſome dreadful evil, it is natural to cry, 
What ſhall 1 do? And have not finners much to 
fear? Is ir not a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living, God?” O conſider, wHo he is, that 
we have provoked by our ſins. It is the great, the 
almighty God, who made the world with a word, and 
can cruſh it in a moment. It is the Lord, who. 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm, and 
the clouds are the duſt of his feet. The mountains 


| burned at his preſence, Who cars ſtand before his 
indignation? and who can abide in the fiercenels of 
his anger?“ Nahum i. 3—6. This is that dreadful 
God, Who has ſaid “ that the wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell, with all who forget him.”” Shall we not 
fear him then? ſhall we not tremble at his preſence ?- 
& Yea, faith our Lord, I ſay unto you, fear him, WhO 
can not only kl the body, but caſt both body and foul. 
into hell.” O, how would you ſhudder to ſee a fel-. 
low-creature burning at a ſtake ; how would you wiſh 
that death would ſpecdily end his pain ! But how would 
you fee} ro ſee him burning a whole hour; a whole day; 
a whole week; and all the time filling the air with hor- 
rid ſhrieks, ah crying in vain for caſe or death? Hor- 
rid as this would be, it gives but a faint idea of hell; 
that dreadful place of torment, where the worm . 
eth not, and where the fire is not quenched.““ It was 
the dread of this, that made the Jailer cry, Wat 
ska. 1. 3 muſt 
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aſt do to be-faved ? And it was well for him, that 
| he foreſaw the evil, and found a refuge from it. God 
| grant we may all do the lame. But there is more in 
| | the queſtion. fl? 4 
It is alſo the language of Defi ire ; 8 e 
deſiſe. The natural inan deſires n carnal things. 
f What ſhall I eat, what ſhall I drink, what ſhall [: 
| wear ? How may I be rich, and happy, and reſpect- 
ed? Or, as the Pfalmiſt expreſſes it, Who will 
4 ſhew me oy good ??—any worldly good, any tempo- 
a good. But that which is born of the Spirit is 
{ | ſpirit.” The awakened ſoul has new defires ; or ra- 
| ther, all his defires are brought into one, and that one 
is ſalvation. ** What ſhall I do to be: ſaved to be 
delivered from the wrath to come; to have my fins. 
pardoned; to be reſtored to the divine favour? This 
is now the one thing needful.” Without this, all. 
| things are of no value; they are leſs than nothing, and | 
vanity, compared with ſalvation. This earneſt deſire | 
will ſoon be expreſſed in prayer. For the ſinner | 
knows, that ſalvation can come only from God: and, | 
as it was remarked by Chriſt himſelf concerning Saul. ( 
when, converted, Behold, he prayeth ;” ſo it will ( 
always be found, that the defire of the new- born ſoul 
will vent itſelf in prayer. f 
Pe queſtion in our text is likewiſe the Bene f 
of Hope. I do not mean a lively and believing hope, 
founded upon the goſpel, but a feeble, wavering hope, 
| 
f 
k 
{ 
t 
{ 


arifing from a general notion of the mercy of God. 
For there is in the minds of all mankind, ſome noti- 
on that God is merciful, and may poſſibly pardon : 
and though this is too often abuſed, and people en- 
courage themſelves by it to go on in fin, yet it is of 
goed! + ſervice to convinced unners, and keeps them 
| from 


F 
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from deſpair, till the Spirit of God leads them by the 


goſpel to know that there is indeed forgiveneſs with 
him, and that the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all . 


ſin. Therefore the poor Jailer, though a blind hea- 
then, does not ſay, „there is no merey for me. I 
am ſuch a ſinner 1 never can be ſaved; but his queſ- 


tion ſeems to ſay, as the repenting Ninevites faid, on 


the preaching of Jonah, Who can tell if God will 


turn and repent, and turn away from his hierce anger 


thay we periſh not?“ Jonah iii. 9. 

Once more, we may obſerve, that the Jailer's queſ- 
tion includes a confeſſian of his Ignorance. He wanted 
to be ſaved; but he knew not how: nor can any man 


know this aright till he is taught of God. It is the 


true character of natural men, as mentioned Rom. iii. 


17. that . the way of peace they have not known.“ By 


the fall of man, in Adam, darkneſs has covered the 
earth, and groſs darkneſs the people. And this is the 


ſtate, not only of the poor heathen, who have not the 


bible, but of a great many called chriſtians. How 
many are there, among us; who are entirely ignorant 


of the way in which poor ſinners are ſaved by Jeſus 


Chriſt ! Bat to remove this fatal darkneſs, Chriſt has 


commanded his miniſters to © preach the goſpel to e- 
very creature.” Paul and Silas were ſo employed, 


before they were caſt into priſon. It had been de- 


clared in the city concerning them“ Theſe men are 


the ſervants of the moſt high God, which ſhew unto 
us the way of ſalvation,” ver. 17: As ſoon, there- 
fore, as the Jailer was convinced of his need of ſalva- 
tion, and his ignorance, he earneſtly deſires to be 
taught by them. He no longer reviles and abuſes 
theſe miniſters of Chriſt, but applies to them for in- 


ſtruction. And thus it will be with all who are 


tr uly 
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truly ſerious. | They will not mock at ed | 
the poſpel, but rather Stand in the ways, and fee, | 
and aſk for the old paths; ; where is the good way, that 
they may walk therein, and find reſt for their ſouls.” 
Jer. vi. 16. And now, ſay, my friends, whether you 


have eyer felt in your minds this earneſt deſire to 


know the way of God more perfectly? ? For this end, 
do you bow your knees to God in prayer? Do vou 
read your bible for this purpoſe? And with this view 
do you go to hear the miniſters of Chriſt ? Be aſſured 
this is the purſuit of all who are under divine influ- 
_ ence. 
This queſtion | is alſo the language of Legality. By 
legality, 1 mean, cleaving; to the law; or, going a- 
bout to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs” by the deeds. 
of the law, or our good works. When God made 
man at firſt, he made a covenant of works with him. 
If he obeyed the wil] of God perfectly, he was to 
live; but if he failed in a ſingle inſtance, he was to 
die. He did fail, and therefore could never attain' 
life by bis own. righteouſneſs. God was pleaſed to 
fave him by grace, and not by works. In like man- 
ner, the ſcripture aſſures us, that by grace alone we 
are ſaved; through faith; and not by any. works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done. But, till we are 
taught of God, we are all apt to think that we can 
ſave ourſelves, wholly: or partly, by our own doings. 
Phe poor Jailer was of this mind, and therefore aſks, 
What muſt I ds to be ſaved ? He thought it muſt be 
by dbing ſomething that he muſt obtain the pardon of 
his fins, and eternal life. 

Finally, I conſider this ene as the language of 
Submiſſion. Poor man ! his heart was alarmed, and 
humbled for fin, He — * but eternal deſtruc- 
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| x "if 
non before him, and would give all the world to a- 
I ͤvoid it: and thierefore he cries, What ſhall 1 do? As 
I it he had faid—Shew me my duty, and let it be ever 
ſo hard and difficult, I am ready to do it. I would 


4 go through fire or water, fo that my precious foul 
11 may but be ſaved. And is it ſo with you? Are you” 
»* | willing to part with your ſins:? Depend upon it you 
1i | are not in the way to ſalvation till you are willing to 


v part with all for Chriſt: and if you are, how glad)y 
d' '] will you hear the true way to ſalvation, as declared by 
* theſe inſpired ſervants of our Lord. This is contain- 
ed! in the ſecond part of our ſubject, or, . 
Y' | ' The goſpel anſwer, given to the Jailer's en 
This ſhort and plain anſwer, is the only true one, 


that can be given to the important inquiry; and it is | 
le of vaſt importance, that a convinced ſoul be led in the 
808 right way. I am afraid that ſome men, ſome miniſ- 
o | ters, would not have given this anſwer, Believe in the 
o Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I am afraid, that if a perſon un- 
it der that ſenſe of fin which I have. deſcribed, were to 
% go to an ungodly miniſter, and fay, O Sir, What 
N- [muſt I do to be faved? he would give different advice. | 
we" [He would, ſay, I hope you have done nothing very, 
of bad. You have not killed any body. You bave not 
aha robbed. any body. You are no worſe. than your. 


neighbours. I would have you lay afide ſuch gloomy, 
5% notions. Go into company, and be amuſed, Conti- 
nue to do your duty, and you need not fear. But be 


= ſure you-don't go among the Methodiſts. They will, 
or (drive you mad,” But you may learn from the text, 
„ [that it is no madneſs to be concerned for the ſalvati- 
: of n of our ſouls, nor to be-earneſt 1 in learning how we 
and uſt be ſaved. You. may alſo learn who are the true 
mn pigiſters of Chriſt; they are thoſe who preach him, 


and 


ſave us from our ſins,“ Matt.! 3 21. 
« indeed a Faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world, to fave 


10% J- 


; and. direct you to flee to him for ſalvation. Now all 
theſe, with one accord, in all countries, , and of all 


parties, will; unite. and ay, . © « Believe on, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.” © 

And here you may obſerve, how falſe that dom 
is, which ſome people maintain of zealous: miniſters,, 


namely, . that :“ they preach nothing but damnatiog: 


whereas the ſubſtance of what we preach is ſalvation. 
If we ſay any thing of damnation, it is that you may 
avoid it, and fleg to Chriſt, as the deliverer from it. 
There is no need for the vileſt ſinner to deſpair. St. 
Paul ſays to the Jailer, though he had been a very bad 


man, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and thou 
| ſhalt be ſaved. The goſpel is good news, my friends. 


Ir publiſhes a free, full, cverkſting ſalvation, to the 
chief of finners. 8 


Obſerve, Who it is, that St. Paul recommends to 
the notice of this diſtreſſed man, It is the Logp Jesus 
The maker of heaven 
and earth, (Col. i. 16.) —“ the Lord of all,“ (Acts 
x. 36.) who came down from heaven. 


ChRIsT. It is the Lok D. 


The Son 
of God,” who became the ſon of man,“ that we, 
the children of men, might become the children of 
God. His name is called JEsus, which ſignifles a 
Saviour, and he was fo called, . becauſe he came ** to 


ſinners.” He is alſo called CHRIST, or, the Meſſiah, | 
long promiſed, and long expected by the Jews; and 


it ſignifies the Anointed, which implies, that he was 
every way qualified for the work of ſalvation, and ap- 
pointed to it. 
| whom ; a finner is directed to look for ſalvation. Be- 


This then, is the glorious perſon to 


lieve 


Ves, this is | 


EY A: | 
neve . Lord Tefus Chriſt,” He exhorts him to 
Believe. What i is it to believe. on him ? I anſwer, It 
is to believe all that God fays in the golpel concern- 
ing him, ſo as to look to him alone for falvation: 
Faith is explained by coming to Chriſi; z it is the appli- 
cation of the mind to him for relief. It is called re- 
cel ving Chr: iN ; the ſoul accepts him as held forth in 
the goſpel, in all his ſaving characters and offices. It 


is a commuting the ſoul to him, knowing there is ſalva- 
tion in him and in no other, and. humbly relying on 


his love and faithfulneſs to preſerve it unto eternal 
falvation. Bur the nature of aith is more fully con- 
Aidered i in another ſermon. | 
Obſerve further, the comfortable aſſurance that! is 
here given to the diſtreſſed Jailer. Thou halt be ſaved. 
Salvation was what he longed for. He wanted to 


Know the way of it. He is directed to Jeſus as the 


Saviour, and to believe on him, as the way of being 


ſaved by him; and in ſo doing he is aſſured that fal- 
vation ſhall be his. Bleſſed be God for many preci- 


ous promiſes to. this purpoſe in his . Hear what 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf faith, (John iii. 36.) “ He that 


Ibelieveth on the Son hath everlaſting life ; "and in a- 


nother place, (John vi. 40.) This is the will of 


[him that ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the Son, 
hand believeth on bim, "Sy have everlaſting life,” 


AND! now, my friends, let me-aſk you, Are you 
eoncerned about your fouls Were you ever. brought, 
ke the Jailer, to aſk, with ſeriouſneſs, with earneſt- 
eſs of ſoul, What muſt I do to be ſaved? Are you 
ot a inner ? Are you not a dying finner ? Muſt you 
hot ſoon appear before your Judge ? W hat, then, 
will 
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vill you plead? Are i * 2 the . trial 2 
O conſider theſe thing 81 ay no longer with your 
ſouls ! Eternity is at 4 Heaven, or hell, will 
ſoon, be your portion. And can you be unconcern- 


ed? Be aſſured, that ſerious conſideration, and deep 
F conviction, are abſolutely neceſſary. There is no re- 


] religion without theſe. O then, look up to God 
or the teaching of his Spirit ; and may you be ſin- 


Ao deſirous of ſalvation ! 


If you are concerned about your ſoul, which. way 

0 you look. for help,? If you would be faved, what 

courſe. do-you. take? 'Do you ſay, I muſt repent and 
reform? It is true; ſo you muſt. But do not think, 

that repentance, or reformation, is ſufficient to ſave 


your ſoul. No, Jeſus is the only Saviour. The a- 


ſtles directed ſinners to believe in him. That is 
your firſt buſineſs. Pray for faith. It is the gift of 
God; and he will give it you, if you aſk him. And 
if you truly believe, repentance and reformation will 
ſurely follow, together with all good works, by which 
2 true faith is as certainly known, as a tree is diſcern- 
00 by its fruits. 

1 let all true believers take the comfort of 
theſe words: Thou ſhalt be ſaved.” We have not 
only the word of fellow · creatures for it, but the word 
of the living God. © He is faithful that has promi- 
ſed. Let us comfort ourſelves, then, with theſe 
words; and ſay, as St, Paul did, in the proſpect of 


death, I know whom I have believed, and am per- 


ſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted n nb 8 IU 62 3 | 


